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[Letter #81] 

John A. Bolles 
January 29, 1873 
Introducing H.V. Colton 


[Navy Department, Washington Letterhead] 
January 29, 1873 


A. Hyde, Esq. 
Dear Sir, 


Permit me to introduce to you the [deacon?], Mr. H.V. Colton. Whom | know is an trusted and 
honored member of the E Street Baptist Church, in this city. 


Please give him, if you conveniently can, the information he desires as to the Corcoran Art 
Gallery, it would oblige me. 


Yours very truly, 
John A. Bolles 
Solicitor of the Navy 


[Letter #82] 


James G. Berret 
February 18, 1983 
Resignation as a Trustee 


Washington 
February 18, 1873 


My dear Sir, 


| beg you to present at your next meeting, this my resignation as a trustee of the Corcoran 
“Gallery of Art” and believe me 


Yours very truly, 
James G. Berret 


[illegible word] 

James M. Carlisle 

President of the Board of Trustees 
Corcoran Gallery of Art 


[Letter #83] 
Charles M. Matthews 
February 28, 1873 


Accepting position of Trustee 


Georgetown, D.C. 
28 February 1873 


Mr. A. Hyde, 
[Secretary?] 


Dear Sir, 
| have [illegible word] of the 26th [illegible word] informing me of my [election?] in the 25th 


[illegible word] as a Master of the “Corcoran Gallery of Art” to fill a vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Mr. James G. Berret. 


In response [thereto?], | would by this [mode?] [signing?] my acceptance of the [Inst.?], and 
promise my [illegible word][illegible word] efforts towards the promotion of its objects. 


[illegible word] 
Charles M. [Mouchard?] 


[Letter #84] 


Mrs. M. Belle Scott [Widow?] 
March 17, 1873 

(D?] 

[Sec?] David Davis 


[Letter Not Included In Sequence] 


[Letter #85] 


Thomas Newman 

March 19, 1873 

Offering to sell statuary 

The Goddess Aurora riding on a chariot of clouds (sculpture). 

A marble Roman sword handle veined green, probably used in Caesar's Army 
A “Times” newspaper dated 1791 

3 ancient knives and forks with silver handles. 

All for 1000 guineas 


2 Caledonian Place 
Old Brentford 
March 19, 1873 


To the Center of the Museum 
City of Washington 


Sir, 


Having read in the English newspapers an account of your purchase of Phoebus Apollo from 
the site of the Roman Forum. | beg with your permission to offer you a wonderful piece of 
sculpture of the ancient greet art - it is the Goddess Aurora riding on a chariot of clouds and 
driving the four horses of the sun which represents the [hours?] in their swiftness. The horses 


are broken off and perhaps destroyed. The Emperor Constantine of Rome ordered all the 
[heathen?] temples to be destroyed, but the singular beauty and wonderful correctness of 
nature forbade the axe or the hammer from demolishing into fragments a work of art which it is 
possible the world has no parallel. The ancient remains of Ephesus are frightfully maimed and 
destroyed. Phoebus Apollo is possibly from the same hand that sculptured the goddess and 
would be a pity to part them. If this is so, | believe the sculptor to be Praxiteles the famous 
Greek statuary and about 3500 years old. Pope and Couper say Homer flourished 907 B.C. - 
the heroes of Homer must have lived at least 5 or 6 hundred years before or he could not have 
recited their deeds in the Iliad. There is also a marble Roman sword handle veined green 
probably used by Caesar's Army in invading Britain. A Times newspaper with a remarkable 
[defence?] of a lady dated 1791. 3 very ancient knives and forks with silver handles and very 
curious. The whole of them may be purchased for one thousand guineas. Please telegram or 
appoint an agent to see them if required. Please to apply my letter to the above address. 


Faithfully yours, 

Thomas Neuman 

The Curator of the Museum 
City of Washington 

United States 

Address 2 Caledonian Place 
Old Brentford Middlesex 
England 


[Posted envelope from London included with the letter] 
[Supplemental note included with the letter] 

March 28, 1873 

Respectfully referred to the trustees of the Corcoran Museum 


[Letter #86] 


[note for transcriber: referred from insert point of Letter #64] [64 scratched over in this letter 
introduction] 


R. and H. Dessoir 
March 27, 1873 


Encloses Bill of Lading for table and chairs 


[Embossed Letterhead from Office of R. and H. Dessior, Manufacturers of Decorative Furniture, 
77 University Place, New York] 


March 27, 1873 


J.C. Kennedy Esq. 
1405 H Street, Washington, D.C. 


[D Sir?] 

We are pleased to inform you that we have this day [illegible word] as [illegible word] Bill of 
Lading enclosed four boxes containing chairs and table. Hope you will receive them in good 
order and that they will give [entire?] satisfaction to all concerned. We also take the liberty of 
inclosing bill and a check for [illegible word] at your earliest convenience will much oblige. 


Your most [illegible word] [illegible word] 
R. and H. Dessoir 


[Bill of Lading for furniture is enclosed from Steamship Company] 


[Letter #87] 


Prof. Joseph Henry 
April 26, 1873 
Letter of Acceptance 


Dear Sir, 


| have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th [instant?] informing me of 
my election as a Trustee of the Corcoran Art Gallery. In reply | have to request that you will 
tender my thanks to the Trustees for the honor they have [inferred?] upon me, and think you will 
inform them that | accept the appointment with a high appreciation of the duties which it involves 
and the intuition to discharge them to the best of my ability. 


| am very respectfully your obedient servant, 
Joseph Henry 


A. Hyde, Esq. 
Secretary of the Corcoran Art Gallery 


[Letter 877] 
[Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. Logo] 
Holt H.P.R. [and others?] 


November 6, 1873 
Petition for School of Design 


Washington D.C. 
November 6th, 1873 


Sir: 


| enclose petition signed by gentlemen belonging to the Architects Office, Treasury Department, 
Topographic Division, P.O. Department, Hydrographic Office, [Navy?] Department, and others. 


Hoping it may induce a favorable result | am very respectfully your obedient servant. 


H.P.R. Holt 
1509 Rhode Island Avenue 


To Honorable William McLeod [MacLeod] 
Curator Corcoran Art Gallery 


[Enclosed Petition with Signatures] 
Washington, D.C. 
September 23, 1873 


Gentlemen: 


Noticing some weeks ago a statement made in one of the city papers to the effect that you 
intended to establish a “School of Design” in connection with the “Art Gallery”, we have waited 
anxiously hoping to hear something authoritative and definite on the subject: not having done so 
we venture to address you this note. We are confident you are fully aware of the great 
advantages and need of such an institution in this city, which is entirely destitute of anything of 
the kind, but an expression of our earnest wish for such a school can do no harm if it has no 
good result. 


We hope that if you find it consistent with the best interests of your institution and it is in your 
power to do so, that you will establish a night school for teaching of “free hand drawing”, at an 
early date, by which you would confer a permanent benefit to us individually and to which we 
pledge our earnest support. 

Respectfully asking your earnest consideration of this matter we remain 


Your obedient servants, 


To the Trustees of the Corcoran Art Association 
[42 Signatures follow petition] 


[Letter #88] 
[note for transcriber: Reference of artist ‘[C. le Brun?] may be incorrect. Artist is possibly 
‘Pierre Mignard’] 


[R?.] Reverend William I. Kip 

May 1873 

Offering pictures for sale, “Portrait of Louise de la Valliere” by [C. le Brun?] for $10,000 and 
“Marius on the Ruins of Carthage” by Vanderlyn price $20,000 - with description. 


Dear Sir; 


Judge Field enclosed me your note about the pictures. | will leave the papers with you till there 
is a decision by the Committee. At the same time, should | receive propositions from some 
other [quarter? guarenter?] might feel it proper to entertain them in the uncertainty of any 
movement in Washington. 


As | do not remember how full an account of the pictures | sent with Judge Field, | enclose one. 
| am sorry to part with them in any way, as they have been so long in my family, but 
circumstances seem to require it. | remain 


Yours respectfully 
William Ingraham Kip 
Bishop of California 


[Account of the pictures sent with Judge Field] 

History - It was brought to New York at the close of the last Century by a French [morman?], 
who procured it during the troubles of the Revolution. A member of my family, who had 
occasion to see her on land business, procured from her its history and [and?] at her death, its 
existence being unknown, purchased it at the sale of her effects. 


Description - There are three figures. The Dutchess in Court [drefs?], taken attempting to wash 
a blackamore page white, to show her sense of the difficulty of her repentance. 


At the [right-hand?], Cupid is drawing a veil over the face of a marble lion at the fountain - an 
allegory. Cupid blinding the lion. 


The [frames?] particularly are very beautiful 


Size - 4 feet 1 inch by 3 feet 3 inches. 


Price - It was formerly put in New York at $12,000. | find it now (as | am out of the [Navy?]) at 
$10,000 (gold). This is exactly what is now given for little pictures of [Merronier?] (?) 18 inches 
long and which are plentiful. 


This is a [unique?] picture and probably the only chance there might be of procuring a le Brun. 
Being the only known portrait of Valliere. | have been frequently told if sent to Paris the Directors 
of the Louvre would pay a large price for it. | do not wish the risk of this. | have no one there 
[to?] whom to consign it. 


| forgot to mention that like almost all his pictures, it is said to have been painted for the private 
collection of Louis XIV. 


Marius on Ruins of Carthage - size 7 feet 6 inches by 5 feet 8 inches 


There is but one other picture by Vanderlyn, Luis [Ariadne?], except his public portraits like 
Washington in the Hall of Representatives. His “Landing of Columbus” [in?] the Rotunda was 
mostly painted (as he told me himself in Paris) by a clever French artist. 


It took the gold medal (which goes with the picture) at the Louvre in 1807 [from?] 1200 pictures 
by European artists. Napoleon | tried to buy it of the Louvre. 


There is a full history of it in the “Atlantic Monthly” February 1867 - the article - “Recollections of 
John Vanderlyn”. 


Price - $20,000, as one of the most celebrated historical pictures in the country this is not high, 
when [Bier?] [illegible word] is getting $25,000 for some of his landscapes of which he may paint 
hundreds yet. 


Portrait of Louise de la Valliere Artist. Charles le Brun - born in Paris in 1619. Died 1690. 
Court painter to Louis XIV. Founder and first member of the French Academy of Arts. (He is 
not to be confounded with Madame le Brun who lived a century later.) 


His series of pictures, the Battle of Alexander and his entrance into Babylon [&?c], are well 
known, in the Louvre. Most of his pictures (as can be seen by the catalogue of the Louvre) 
were painted for the private collection of Louis XIV. This is the only le Brun in America and the 
only one | know outside of the Louvre. 


[Letter #89] 
Edward [Frou?] [Bently?] 


May 8, 1873 
2 Pictures for sale 


W.W. Corcoran 
Sir, 


Through your munificence a national art museum exists in the city of Washington and one of its 
purposes, | think, is to foster home-art. 


| have in my studio two paintings recently completed, the one a large historical religious, the 
other an historical genre scent. Both of which show the result of 15 years application and study 
and by number of persons of taste and impartial 


[Letter #90] 


George Taylor 
May 16, 1873 
Offering to present a marble bust of the Honorable J..C. Breckenridge to the C.G.of.A. 


Washington City May 16, 1873 

Dear Sir, 

| have a very fine marble bust of the Honorable J.C. Breckenridge, executed by [Gary K. 
Brown?] Esq. which [illegible word] to present to the Corcoran Gallery of Art. Will you have the 
[illegible word] to communicate the fact to the Honorable [illegible word] Board of Trustees and 


let me know whether [illegible word] [illegible word] [illegible word] [illegible word]. 


Yours [illegible word] [illegible word] 
George Taylor 


Anthony Hyde Esq. 
Secretary of the Corcoran Gallery of Art 


